EPISODES   OF  THE   GREAT   WAR

representatives of their peoples, M. Clemenceau,
Mr. Lloyd George, and Mr. Wilson. Two of them
were in the first order as War Ministers, blending
courage and tenacity with imaginative fervour and
a sure instinct for essential needs. The third had no
special faculty for the task, and he owed his power
to the chance which made him the official head of
a great people, as a monarch must play a foremost
part in his country's wars from the accident of his
sitting upon the throne. The same chance made
him for a season the apparent arbiter of the world's
destinies, and the position placed an undue strain
upon a stiff and somewhat arrogant temperament
and a powerful but intolerant mind. But as the
leader of America during twenty months of cam-
paigning, and as the prophet of certain vital truths
which he alone was in the position to formulate, he
has an indefeasible claim to the gratitude of man-
kind.

The war in the field was in the main one of the
rank and file rather than of generals, and most of
the battles were dependent upon the fighting vigour
and endurance of the average soldier rather than
upon any peculiar brilliance and subtlety in leader-
ship. This was inevitable, partly because the struggle
was so vast and intimate, reaching to the roots of
human life ; partly because it was fflll of novelties,
and generals as well as privates had their business to
learn. One figure alone among the commanders on
any side stands out in the full heroic proportions.
By whatever standard we judge him, Ferdinand Foch
must take rank high among the world's captains.
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